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The average salary for the forty leading industries was $4,084 as compared with
$3,789 for the smaller industries. The lower average is caused in part by a higher propor-
tion of female office employees in the smaller industries. In the forty leading industries,
26 p.c. of the office employees were female while in the smaller industries 33 p.c. were in
that category.

The increase in the average earnings of production workers since 1945 paralleled that
of office and supervisory employees. Whereas in 1945 there were only four industries
averaging over $2,000, in 1955 the number jumped to thirty-six. In 1945, the highest
annual earnings, amounting to $2,365, were paid by the motor vehicle industry, while
in 1955 the highest earnings, which totalled $4,189, were paid by the petroleum products
industry which had been in first place for a number of years. The highest earnings are
usually paid by industries in which the proportion of skilled workers is high and the pro-
portion of female workers is low. Three industries in 1955 had average annual earnings
of $4,000 or more: petroleum products $4,189; primary iron and steel $4,089; and pulp and
paper $4,004. Eight other industries had annual averages of $3,500 to $4,000. Non-ferrous
metal smelting and refining $3,933, acids, alkalies and salts $3,856, motor vehicles $3,764,
breweries $3,705, bridge building and structural steel $3,665, aircraft $3,661, printing
and publishing $3,655, and wire and wire goods $3,539 were in this category. In fifteen
other industries average annual earnings ranged between $3,000 and $3,500, in ten others
they were between $2,400 and $3,000, while in the remaining four they were below $2,000.
Men’s factory clothing, women’s factory clothing, leather footwear, and fruit and vegetable
preparations are the industries included in the latter group.

Average annual earnings of production workers in the forty leading industries amounted
to $3,120 as compared with $2,610 for the smaller industries. The lower average for the
smaller industries is caused mainly by a higher proportion of female workers. Employ-
ment by sex and average annual earnings in the forty leading industries are given in
Table 19.

19.—Annual Earnings of Employees in the Forty Leading Manufacturing Industries
1954 and 1955

Nore.—Industries ranked according to the aggregate earnings paid.
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